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PECK -
Both newspapers

ran articles on the
death of “Little” John
Peck in January 1874.
Excerpts: There is
probably not one of
our readers, be he
aged, middle-aged or
young, who has not
seen or heard of the
subject of this article.
“Little Peck” was four
feet high and 36
inches around the
breast. Muscular and
active, he could
challenge the strongest and tallest and in a
moment lay them on their back. At the time of
his death, he was acting Justice of the Peace,
had held the position of County Auditor and
was a candidate for Associate Judge before the
Democratic nominating Convention that met
in Harrisonville a couple of years ago but he
hadn’t votes enough.

He came to town on the 13th inst. to make
settlement with the Commissioners of the
unpaid taxes collected by him. While on his
way home on Wednesday, he fell from his
horse two or three times sustaining injuries by
the falls from which death is supposed to have
resulted. Born in Thompson Township in
1815, his age was about fifty-nine years.

He considered himself somewhat of a
musician and had taught classes of vocal music
in many of the counties of this State and in
several of the States of the Union. He was
genial and kind-hearted and demonstrated
that a man is not reckoned by his stature.
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